IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________,
)



)


Plaintiff[s],
)



)

v.

)

Case x:xx-cv-xxxxx-XXX-xxx



)
[JURY DEMAND]

_________________,
)



)


Defendant[s].
)

______________________________________________________________________________

JUDGE LEA’S SAMPLE EXPEDITED TRACK SCHEDULING ORDER ______________________________________________________________________________
Pursuant to Local Rule 16.2, the parties met on [insert date], conferred in compliance with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(f), and agreed upon the matters set forth herein.  Present were _____________, counsel for plaintiff, and _________________, counsel for defendant.  The parties agree that this case should be assigned to the Expedited Track.  The parties further agree that there is no need for a Scheduling Conference in this case.  The following dates are established as the final deadlines for:

INITIAL DISCLOSURES PURSUANT TO FED. R. CIV. P. 26(a)(1):  [insert date 14 days after submission of the proposed scheduling order]
MOTIONS TO JOIN PARTIES:  [insert date 28 days after submission of the proposed scheduling order]
MOTIONS TO AMEND PLEADINGS:  [insert date 28 days after submission of the proposed scheduling order]
MOTIONS TO DISMISS:  [insert date 60 days after submission of the proposed scheduling order]
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION: 

(a) SELECTION OF MEDIATOR PURSUANT TO ADR PLAN RULE 5.4(c) 
:  

(If the parties do not agree on a mediator, the Court will select a mediator and enter an Order informing the parties of the Court’s selection.)
(b) ADR DEADLINE PURSUANT TO ADR PLAN RULE 4.3(a): [insert date within 12 weeks of after submission of the proposed scheduling order]

Mediator must file a Mediation Certification Form following mediation.  The parties must file a notice reporting the mediation results within seven days thereafter, in compliance with Local Rule 16.3(d).
COMPLETING ALL DISCOVERY:  [insert date 180 days after service or waiver of service of the first defendant]

(a) WRITTEN DISCOVERY:  [insert date 30 days before the deadline for completing all discovery]

(b) DEPOSITIONS: [insert the deadline for completing all discovery]
(c) EXPERT WITNESS DISCLOSURES (Rule 26):
(i) DISCLOSURE OF [PLAINTIFF’S/PLAINTIFFS’/PARTY WITH BURDEN OF PROOF] RULE 26 EXPERT INFORMATION:  [insert date 30 days before the deadline for completing all discovery]

(ii) DISCLOSURE OF [DEFENDANT’S/DEFENDANTS’/OPPOSING PARTY’S] RULE 26 EXPERT INFORMATION:  [insert date 20 days before the deadline for completing all discovery]

(iii) REBUTTAL EXPERT DISCLOSURE: [insert date 10 days before the deadline for completing all discovery]
(iv) EXPERT WITNESS DEPOSITIONS:  [insert the deadline for completing all discovery]

MOTIONS TO EXCLUDE EXPERTS UNDER F.R.E. 702/DAUBERT MOTIONS: 

[insert date 15 days after the deadline for completing all discovery]

FILING DISPOSITIVE MOTIONS:  [insert date 30 days after the deadline for completing all discovery]

MOTIONS IN LIMINE: [insert date 4 months after dispositive motions deadline]
JOINT PROPOSED PRETRIAL ORDER DUE: [deadline to be set by Court]
The Joint Proposed Pretrial Order shall be prepared in accordance with the template available on the Court’s website (Judge Brian Lea | Western District of Tennessee | United States District Court). In addition to being filed, the Joint Proposed Pretrial Order shall be emailed in Word format to ECF_Judge_Lea@tnwd.uscourts.gov. 
JOINT TRIAL PLAN AND EXHIBIT LIST: [deadline to be set by Court]
The Joint Trial Plan and Joint Exhibit List should be prepared in accordance with the templates available on the Court’s website (Judge Brian Lea | Western District of Tennessee | United States District Court).
INDIVIDUALLY FILED WITNESS LISTS AND DEPOSITION DESIGNATIONS (AND OBJECTIONS THERETO AND COUNTER DESIGNATIONS): [deadline to be set by Court]

Each party shall separately file its own witness list and deposition designations after conferring with the opposing party or parties concerning their positions, which shall be noted in the filings.

1. The witness list should indicate who will be called, in the absence of reasonable notice to the contrary, and those witnesses who only may be called. For each witness, the party calling the witness shall (1) provide a brief description of the subject matter and substance of the testimony and (2) identify those witnesses being called as expert witnesses. Any objection to a witness’s testimony in general shall be noted in the witness list.  

2. The deposition designations shall indicate those witnesses who will appear by deposition. The designating party shall: (1) identify the witness, (2) provide a brief explanation of the subject matter and substance of the testimony, (3) cite the inclusive pages and lines to be presented (and only those pages and lines), and (4) indicate whether the testimony will be offered in video form. Any objections to such testimony shall be noted, including the pages and lines. The filing shall similarly set out any counterdesignations.

JOINT PROPOSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS AND VERDICT FORM, OR PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AS APPLICABLE: [deadline to be set by Court]
The parties need not agree on each proposed jury instruction, but they shall file their proposed jury instructions and verdict forms, including substantive claims and defenses, in a single joint filing. Where the parties do not agree on a proposed instruction, that instruction shall be set forth in bold type. Language proposed only by a plaintiff shall be underlined. Language proposed only by a defendant shall be italicized. Every instruction must be supported by citation to authority.

In addition to filing the joint jury instructions and verdict form on CM/ECF, the parties shall submit that filing, in Word format, via email to ECF_Judge_Lea@tnwd.uscourts.gov, by the specified deadline set forth above.
PRETRIAL CONFERENCE DATE: [To be set by Court.]
TRIAL MEMORANDA: Each party shall submit a trial memorandum by [deadline to be set by Court].
[NON-]JURY TRIAL:  [to be set by Court]
Trial is anticipated to last approximately ___ days.  The parties [do/do not] consent to trial before the Magistrate Judge.
OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS:


As required by Local Rule 26.1(e), the parties have conferred as to whether they will seek discovery of electronically stored information (“e-discovery”) and [have agreed that e-discovery is not appropriate in this case and therefore they will not seek e-discovery] / [have reached an agreement regarding e-discovery and hereby submit the parties’ e-discovery plan for the Court’s approval] / [have not reached an agreement regarding e-discovery and will comply with the default standards described in Local Rule 26.1(e) until such time, if ever, the parties reach an agreement and the Court approves the parties’ e-discovery plan].


[Pursuant to agreement of the parties, if privileged or protected information is inadvertently produced, the producing party may, by timely notice, assert the privilege or protection and obtain the return of the materials without waiver.]


No depositions may be scheduled to occur after the discovery deadline.  All discovery requests or other discovery-related filings that require a response must be filed sufficiently in advance of the discovery deadline to enable the opposing party to respond by the time permitted by the Rules prior to that date.


Motions to compel discovery are to be filed and served within 45 days of the default or service of the response, answer, or objection that is the subject of the motion. However, if such default or service occurs within 30 days before the discovery deadline, the motion to compel must be filed within 30 days after such default or service. 

The parties are ordered to engage in ADR before the deadline set forth above. Under ADR Rule 5.11(b) the mediator is to file a Mediation Certification within seven (7) days after the close of the mediation session reporting the date of the session, whether the case settled as a whole or in part and whether any follow up is scheduled.  Pursuant to Local Rule 16.3(d), within 7 days of completion of ADR, the parties shall file a notice via ECF confirming that the ADR was conducted and indicating whether it was successful or unsuccessful, without disclosing the parties’ respective positions at the ADR. 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.2(a)(1)(A), all motions, except motions pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12, 56, 59, and 60, shall be accompanied by a proposed order in a word processing format sent to the ECF mailbox of the presiding judge.


Pursuant to Local Rule 7.2(a)(1)(B), the parties are required to consult prior to filing any motion (except motions filed pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12, 56, 59, and 60).


The opposing party must file a response to any opposed motion.  Pursuant to Local Rule 7.2(a)(2), a party’s failure to respond timely to any motion, other than one requesting dismissal of a claim or action, may be deemed good grounds for granting the motion.


Neither party may file an additional reply to any motion, other than a motion filed pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(b) or 56.  As provided by Local Rule 7.2(c), if a party believes that a reply is necessary, it shall file a motion for leave to file a reply within seven days of service of the response, setting forth the reasons why a reply is required.


Absent good cause shown, the deadlines set by this order will not be modified or extended.

IT IS SO ORDERED, this ___ day of March, 2026.
___________________________________

BRIAN C. LEA

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
� In the event that Plaintiff is pro se and proceeding IFP, the mediator must be selected from the Court’s Mediation Panel.  Pro Se IFP Mediation Plan 6.





