April 15, 2026

ARLINGTON HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS |
WITNESS THE
DISTRICT COURT AT
WORK

OOn April 15, 2026, juniors and

seniors from Arlington High School’s
Criminal Justice Il program, a dual-
enrollment  partnership  with  the
University of Memphis, spent the day
at the U.S. District Court.

After the hearing, Deputy
Criminal Chief and Assistant
U.S. Attorney Carroll André and
Assistant Federal Public
Defender Ned Germany provided
students a behind-the-scenes
look at how each side approaches
its role in federal court. The

~ group then received a brief
. surprise visit by Judge John T.
s Fowlkes, Jr., who offered

They began a discussion with U.S.
Probation Officers Arquita Bonner and

Laquita Foster, who introduced the
presentence  process and  how
probation’s work informs  what
happens in the courtroom. Students
then observed a sentencing hearing
before Judge Thomas L. Parker,
gaining a real-world look at how
federal court proceedings unfold.

additional perspective on the

- sentencing they had observed.
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They
Security Inspector and Deputy U.S.

next met
Marshal Joe Beidl, along with
Supervisory Deputy Richard Otto
and Deputy James Ratliff, who
shared an overview of the Marshals’
mission and their work in and out of
the courthouse.

The students
guided tour of the American
Revolution Traveling Exhibit with
the Daughters of the American
Revolution representatives
Riley and Debbie Parker.

continued with a

Carla .

Lunch provided a unique
opportunity for students
to continue conversations
with Tyrone Paylor, Jason
Martin, William Bateman,

Dawn Gardner, Chief
Judge Lipman, Judge
Andre Mathis, Judge Tu
Pham, Judge  Annie
Christoff, and Judge John
« Fowlkes. The visit

concluded with a group
photograph on the first
floor, commemorating a
memorable day of

learning, engagement, and
career exploration.




