
On May 12, 2026, approximately 30
students from Grizzlies Prep Middle
School visited the Odell Horton
Federal Building for an educational
experience introducing them to the
federal justice system and the
professionals who serve within it.

Students also met with Assistant U.S.
Attorney Lynn Crum, Federal Public
Defender Tyrone Paylor, and U.S.
Probation Officer Alicia Cook.  They
were especially interested in learning
about each speaker’s background,
career path, and role in the federal
justice system.

Grizzlies Prep Students Learn about
careers in the federal justice system

Lunch was provided and allowed
students to continue conversations
with Chief Judge Lipman, Lynn Crum,
Judge Andre B. Mathis, Judge John T.
Fowlkes, and Alicia Cook.  The visit
concluded with a group photo,
marking a memorable day of learning
about the federal courts and careers
in public service.

Students then met with Chief Judge
Sheryl H. Lipman for an engaging
discussion about the federal judiciary.  
They asked numerous questions
about her career, the types of cases
she has heard, and how judges make
decisions.

The visit began with a tour of the
American Revolution Traveling Exhibit
before students participated in a
presentation led by U.S. Marshals
Jessica Ivie and Joseph Beidl, who
discussed the mission and
responsibilities of the U.S. Marshals
Service.

The interactive discussions
throughout the day gave students a
firsthand look at the collaboration
among the agencies and individuals
who make up the federal justice
system.
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