
Booker T. Washington Functional 
Skills Students Gain Firsthand 

Look at the Federal Court System

On May 8, 2026, approximately 16
students from Ms. Teresa Gray’s
Functional Skills Class visited the Odell
Horton Federal Building for an
educational experience focused on the
federal court system.  The visit
provided students with the opportunity
to learn about the legal process, tour
the American Revolution Traveling
Exhibit, and observe real-life court
proceedings.

Students then observed a sentencing
hearing before Chief Judge Sheryl H.
Lipman.  Witnessing an actual court
proceeding gave the group a
meaningful look at the human side of
the justice system and prompted
thoughtful questions from both
students and chaperones about the
sentencing process and the decisions
made in court.

Following the hearing, students met
with U.S. Marshals Joseph Beidl and
James Ratliff, who discussed their
responsibilities in protecting the
federal judiciary and ensuring the
safe operation of the courts. The visit
concluded with a group photograph,
marking a memorable day of learning
and engagement.

The group began by hearing from
Assistant U.S. Attorney William
Bateman, Assistant Federal Public
Defender Presita West, and U.S.
Probation Officer Adam Venters, who
discussed their respective roles in the
federal justice system and shared the
career paths that led them to public
service.
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