
The academy opened on the evening of June
24th with welcoming remarks from IAC
Executive Director Joshua Dunn, IAC
Managing Director Dr. Frankie Nicole Weaver,
and Chief Magistrate Judge Tu M. Pham,
followed by keynote speaker, Dr. Claudia
Williamson Kramer, whose presentation
explored the enduring significance of America's
founding documents. Attendees also enjoyed
networking opportunities with fellow educators
and civics partners.
Conference Day 1 featured engaging sessions
on the American Revolution, constitutional
principles, executive power, civics resources for
teachers, and a special conversation with former
U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander.

The morning concluded with presentations
from Federal Public Defender Tyrone J. Paylor,
Supervisory U.S. Probation Officer Rosalyn
Jackson, and Chief Deputy U.S. Marshal James
Edge. Judge Pham concluded the morning by
highlighting the Court's expanding civics
outreach initiatives. 

A memorable component of the academy came
on Conference Day 2, building on the
academy's classroom sessions, participants were
given an immersive experience inside the Odell
Horton Federal Building and a behind the
scenes look at the federal judicial system. After
welcoming remarks from Judge Pham and an
overview of the U.S. Attorney's Office by U.S.
Attorney Michael Dunavant, attendees
observed live federal sentencing hearings in the
courtrooms of Chief Judge Sheryl H. Lipman
and Judge Thomas L. Parker.

More than 60 educators, along with
approximately 20 students and interns, gathered
in Memphis June 24-26 for the Tennessee
Civics Academy, presented by the Institute of
American Civics (IAC) at the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville’s Howard H. Baker Jr.
School of Public Policy and Public Affairs in
collaboration with the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Tennessee.

Using photos and examples from past
programs, Judge Pham illustrated how the
Court partners with schools and community
organizations throughout West Tennessee to
provide engaging educational opportunities that
promote civics understanding and inspire future
generations.
Before departing, participants gathered outside
the historic Odell Horton Federal Building for a
commemorative group photo, capturing a
memorable experience shared by educators,
students, and court partners. The group then
walked to the University of Memphis Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law to continue the
afternoon's programming, bringing the TN
Civics Academy to a fitting close through
continued learning, collaboration, and a shared
commitment to strengthening civics education
across Tennessee.
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