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Dear Judge Donald:
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e L D) It is with great pleasure and a deep sense of honor that I write to
sew ardens, Ne or

inform you that the National Association of Women Judges has
TR LS selected you as its Honoree of the Year. This Award, which is given
supreme Court Kings Courty— each year in the name of our founding mother Joan Dempsey Klein
o will be presented to you during our the Annual Conference in Portland,

sl Vi Chorci at the Awards Dinner on the evening of Saturday, October 18",
;fcr{i::r: n Court, Retired

Chevy Chase, Manfand I know that you are aware, as all of us who are members of
Brenda Stith Loftin NAW] are, of the legacy of this award and the distinguished jurist in
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whose name it is given. Justice Klein has been on the California Court
of Appeal since 1978, the year of NAWJ's founding. A judge since
1963, Justice Klein is known for her independence and refusal to
accept stereotypical sex roles. She has worked throughout her life to
encourage women to seek political power and is a fierce advocate of a
e fully .d.i\_rerse judiciary. Hcr' vis'ion led to the founding of NAW] and to
Finance Committee Chai mobilizing NAWJ's organizational strength to help ensure that the first
S saene et woman was appointed to the Supreme Court. As NAW]J's first
President, she addressed the Senate Judiciary committee considering
e ey Sandra Day O'Connort's appointment as the first woman on the
Chair Supreme Court of the United States, saying: "the appointment of a
: woman to assume a rightful seat on the highest court has had top
priority on our agenda. . . As timely as we consider this appointment to

Washir

Olympia, Washington

Sandra Thompson

Resource Board Co-Liaisor be, and as eager as we are to have such an appointment become a
R rea_lity, we are emphatic that thf: woman selected be (?f the 'highest
International Director caliber." Justice Klein has continued throughout her illustrious career,
Care L Faviie to promote the advancement of women in all aspects of the legal

ABA Delegate profession. Not only did she found NAW]J, but she is a founder of the

California Women's Law Association and of the International
Association of Women Judges.
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Your own career and leadership in various organizations including in
particular that of the National Association of Women Judges, make you a fitting
a recipient of this recognition. You have served in vital leadership roles in every
otganization in which you have been a member, including the American Bar
Association in which you presently serve as Secretary, as well as the Association
of Women Attorneys, and the Tennessee, Memphis and National Bar
Associations. As chair of the Memphis Diversity Institute and as former Chair of
the ABA Commission on Opportunities for Minorities in the Legal Profession
you have worked tirelessly to advance women and minorities in the legal
profession. And, of course, as an active and inspirational leader on NAW]J's
Executive Committee, and its 11th President, you continued in the proud
tradition inaugurated by Joan Dempsey Klein, raising our collective voice to
secure the appointment of women to the bench and promote their advancement
to leadership roles.

To the over one hundred awards and honors you have already received,
we are proud to add another. Cemgsatulations on your selection as NAWJ's 2008
Honoree of the Year.




