
2015 MEMPHIS/MID-SOUTH CHAPTER OF THE 
FEDERAL BAR ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL SEMINAR 
 

 
 

Friday, October 30, 2015 
University of Memphis 

Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
1 North Front Street 
Memphis, TN 38103 

 
8:15 – 8:45     a.m. 
 

Registration and Breakfast 

8:45 – 9:00     a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 

9:00 – 10:00   a.m. Sixth Circuit Update: A Judicial Perspective 
Judge Jane B. Stranch - U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit – and 
Judge Sheryl H. Lipman - U.S. District Court, W.D. of Tennessee - will 
provide an overview of recent developments in Sixth Circuit law and 
practice, including highlights of significant decisions on both civil and 
criminal issues.  Kevin G. Ritz - Asst. U.S. Attorney, W.D. of Tennessee – 
will moderate the panel discussion.    

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. How MALS changed the Law in Tennessee  
MALS is celebrating its 45th anniversary this year, but most do not fully 
understand the tremendous impact that it had on the law in Tennessee.  In 
its first ten years of existence, MALS changed the face of the law state-
wide.  Mayor A C Wharton, Jr., David Howard, and Donald Donati will 
share those stories and explain how MALS was responsible for juvenile 
court reform, the landlord tenant act, the establishment of debtor’s rights, 
and much more.   

11:00 – 11:15 a.m. Break 
 
 
 
 

11:15 – 12:15 a.m. Arguing Before The Supreme Court: It's No Tennessee Waltz 

http://www.fedbar.org/default.aspx


Carter G. Phillips, is the Chair of the Executive Committee of Sidley Austin 
LLP, and is a member of the firm’s Management Committee. He served as a 
law clerk to both Judge Robert Sprecher on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit and Chief Justice Warren E. Burger on the United 
States Supreme Court. Since joining Sidley, Carter has argued 72 cases in 
the Supreme Court; for a total of 81 arguments before that Court, the most 
of any lawyer currently in private practice. 

12:15 – 1:30   p.m. Lunch 
 

1:30 – 2:30     p.m. Leveraging Technology to Meet your ESI Obligations 
John Hartman, principal of TERIS Texas, will join Michael McLaren 
(Butler Snow), and Shea Oliver (Burch Porter) in a panel discussion on E-
discovery practices and the use of technology to meet your ESI obligations.    
 
CJA Break Out Session and Business Meeting 
In this year’s annual meeting, Thomas Gould, Clerk for the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of TN, will preview and discuss the 
implementation of the new electronic voucher system and other upcoming 
changes to the program for the coming year. 
  

2:30 –  3:30    p.m. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 
Panelists William B. Ryan (Donati Law Firm), Amy M. Pepke (Butler 
Snow), Jeana M. Littrell (Federal Express), and Frank L. Watson, III 
(Watson Burns, PLLC) will discuss the upcoming changes to the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure and the impact that these amendments may have 
on federal practice.   
 

3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Break 
 

3:45 – 4:45 p.m. Judges' Panel 
District, Bankruptcy, and Magistrate Judges of the W.D. of Tennessee will 
discuss a wide range of topics related to federal practice.  

 
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
Judicial Reception 
The FBA will host a reception for our judges and attorneys immediately 
following the seminar. Join us for appetizers, wine, beer, and soft drinks. 

  



 
Price (includes breakfast, lunch & reception ) [ ] $190 FBA Members 

[ ] $240 Non-Members 

[ ] $95 Government Attorneys 

[ ] FREE for CJA Panel Members 

[ ] FREE for Federal Judicial Law Clerks 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS October 23, 2015 – Space is Limited 

Pending approval from the Tennessee Commission on Continuing Legal Education,  
attendees will receive 5 hours of CLE (general) and 1.0 hour of CLE (dual) credit 

in Tennessee. 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name: 

 

 
BPR No.: 

Address: 

Email: 

Phone: Facsimile: 

Please send registration with payment to: Michael C. McLaren, Butler Snow 

 
6075 Poplar Avenue, Suite 
500 Memphis, TN 38119 
Michael.mclaren@butlersnow.com  
Cc: pamela.atkins@butlersnow.com 
 
 
 

Please make checks payable to “Federal Bar Association” 

The FBA will submit CLE hours for Tennessee. 
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